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February 17.
Another clay of pouring rain, and a miserable seirocoo, howling as at Corfu. The wretches at tho post-office, to whom I have been .five times, and most of the times by their own appointment, have not yet examined whether there arc any letters due to mo from you, though 1 cannot doubt there aro. Well, for my narrative :......When wo rose on the Friday morning, the 8th, Hicily laid alongside UK in mist, Etna invisible, at least its top. AH wo approached the coast, wo saw a vast number of ridges running up tho country, steep, sharp, and covered with olives and vines, every now and thon a sand-course into the sea, tho bod of njfiinndrnvv torrent. Wo wore oil' Taormini: Italy on tho other side in mist. Wo landed by about; ton o'clock, and having so many on board, had a difficulty in getting lodged. In spito of the threatening weather, wo walked up a high lull, 2,000 foot (tho next day was beautiful), and I saw at my foot tho Straits of Messina, with Scylla and Gharybdis and tho lino coast of Calabria, with Iloggio. Clmrybdis is now tho site of tho Molo, and consists of little whirlpools, which in consequence have spent themselves. But both it and Hcylla aro still dangerous for small sailing vessels, which, getting into tho current from tho one, are sent forward upon tho other.
Wo went into many of tho churches bath hero and at Palermo, and saw somewhat of tho Itonmn service, which is Jews reverent than the Creek, being far more public. There is no screen, tho high altar is in. sight. Palermo is a far richer and fine*]' place than Messina \ some of the churches aro magnificent. Id is a beautiful city, and contains i00,000 inhabitants. It lies in a splendid bay of bold monntnins, snow-capped in part. On tho oxtrmno right as yon enter is Monto Pollegrino, which in ancient times, I think, Amilcar held for three years against tho Romans. Tho whole scenery is wild and fearful, with a very rich valley lying at the foot of it, in which tho city is placed. Far on tho lofc you HCO Etna, a mass of white with a small cloud above itH summit. Tho city mainly con-HiHta of two streets interneeting each other at right angles, and one o£ thorn perhaps a mile long. Tho houses aro very lino ; numerous convents, which run along tho upper floors—-shops, &(!., being below. Thoro is a Hplondid promenade running along tho water's odgo. It was tho carnival time, and tho main streets woro thronged with people as full as London, Jfauoy this at the length of a mile, The Beggars woro incredibly would have liked to introduce his Aristophanes to him, had there been fair opportunity. The brother of this Mr. Nowmau is a young man of great promise who has left the fairest prospect o£ Advancement in. England to go a missionary to Persia,'tlhw* Th« w^ll «>f l»I!t?f i» athow i§ next to setting youwclf { wid ollitf to it."                illness, and I wtknt on. to Hickards, and fetched back my sistc
